
53

/LOCAL FEATURE

AYSHA MATTAR, 28, CREATOR OF 
WWW.PRETTYFASHIONFORWARD.
BLOGSPOT.COM

WHEN DID YOU START YOUR 
BLOG AND WHY?
After a trip back from London in early 
2009, I had just completed a few fashion- 
related courses and wanted to explore 
the industry further. To carve a career in 
fashion within the Middle East, a friend 
of mine suggested combining my love of 
fashion with blogging and it has now 
progressed into a full-time passion.

WHAT FEEDBACK HAVE YOU HAD?
Fashion blogging in the Middle East 
is still in its early stages of becoming a 
fully functioning medium of information 
exchange. There are  regional fashion 
bloggers that are well received and are an 
inspiration to us all to keep the dream alive. 

I recently started getting more attention 
and support after a Kuwaiti newspaper 
took my photo from my blog and printed it 
without permission for an article on how to 
maintain healthy hair during the month of 
Ramadan. It led to a mini scandal! 

  
HOW DO YOU DIFFERENTIATE YOUR 
BLOG FROM THE REST?
I guess every blog is unique because each 
person interprets and writes about fashion 
in their own way. My blog depicts what I like, 
whether it’s from the runway, red carpet, 
random people walking down the street or 
what I’m trying to achieve as a stylist. I 
tend to write exactly how I speak which 
personalises my posts!  

I try to echo in my blog that fashion is 
for everyone, regardless of your budget or 
body type. Global perceptions dictate what 
we should look like but in reality everyone is 
special and beautiful in their own way. You 
just need to know what works for you and 
blogging is reiterating this. 

WHICH CELEBS GET YOUR VOTE IN 
TERMS OF STYLE?
It was Whitney Port, but lately I’ve been 
hooked onto Alexa Chung’s style.  I 
appreciate her laid-back approach to 
fashion and how she doesn’t follow trends 
but twists and changes them to make them 
her own. Grace Kelly inspires me too.

WHICH LOCAL DESIGNER DO YOU 
RATE HIGHLY?
I have yet to find a local designer that I’ve 
connected with but I’m looking! I love how 
the fashion scene is growing in the Arab 
world, ensuring that local designers create 
an impressive and very talented scene here.  
Local home-grown designers to keep an 
eye out for are: Shaikha, Any + Addi and 
Khaleda Rajab.

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE 
BLOGGING PROGRESS HERE?
Blogging and bloggers in Bahrain are 
growing in number but it’s still early for any 
real effect on the fashion scene. Fashion 
here is still a fairly new market finding 
its identity, and blogging an even newer 
medium that is still breaking away from its 
perception as a personal online journal. So 
many incredible brands have developed a 
huge fan following through blogs and online 
media; hopefully retailers and readers will 
see how blogs can help them. ■

Aysha Mattar’s, above, blog emphasizes that 
fashion is for everyone


